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of certificates, and appeals from ac-
tions of the Administrator in refusing
to issue airman certificates.

(f) The Office of Aviation Safety,
which conducts investigations of all
aviation accidents within the Board’s
jurisdiction; prepares reports for sub-
mission to the Board and release to the
public setting forth the facts and cir-
cumstances of such accidents, includ-
ing a recommendation as to the prob-
able cause(s); determines the probable
cause(s) of accidents when delegated
authority to do so by the Board; initi-
ates safety recommendations to pre-
vent future aviation accidents; partici-
pates in the investigation of accidents
that occur in foreign countries and in-
volve U.S.-registered and/or U.S.-manu-
factured aircraft; and conducts special
investigations into selected aviation
accidents involving safety issues of
concern to the Board.

(g) The Office of Surface Transpor-
tation Safety, which conducts inves-
tigations of highway, railroad, pipe-
line, marine, and hazardous materials
accidents within the Board’s jurisdic-
tion; prepares reports for submission to
the Board and release to the public set-
ting forth the facts and circumstances
of such accidents, including a rec-
ommendation as to the probable
cause(s); determines the probable
cause(s) of accidents when delegated
authority to do so by the Board; initi-
ates safety recommendations to pre-
vent future surface transportation ac-
cidents; participates in the investiga-
tion of accidents that occur in foreign
countries and involve U.S.-registered
vessels; and conducts special investiga-
tions into selected surface accidents
involving safety issues of concern to
the Board.

(h) The Office of Safety Rec-
ommendations, which oversees the
Board’s safety recommendations pro-
gram, including the Board’s ‘‘MOST
WANTED’’ recommendations.

(i) The Office of Research and Engi-
neering, which provides technical ad-
vice and services; conducts research
and carries out analytical studies and
tests on all aspects of the Board’s acci-
dent investigation, accident prevention
and safety promotion activities; con-
ducts safety studies of specific safety
issues; performs statistical analyses of

transportation accident and incident
data; maintains archival records of the
Board’s accident investigation and
safety promotion activities and sup-
ports public access to these records;
and supports the Board’s data process-
ing, computing and information man-
agement requirements.

(j) The Office of Administration,
which provides administrative support
for the Board in the following areas:
budget, accounting and audit; person-
nel, training and payroll; information
management and automatic data proc-
essing; property, space, communica-
tions, facilities and transportation
management; and printing, publica-
tions, mail, procurement, contracting,
and accident inquiry services.

[60 FR 61488, Nov. 30, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 14521, April 2, 1995]

§ 800.3 Functions.

(a) The primary function of the
Board is to promote safety in transpor-
tation. The Board is responsible for the
investigation, determination of facts,
conditions, and circumstances and the
cause or probable cause or causes of:
all accidents involving civil aircraft,
and certain public aircraft; highway
accidents, including railroad grade-
crossing accidents, the investigation of
which is selected in cooperation with
the States; railroad accidents in which
there is a fatality, substantial property
damage, or which involve a passenger
train; pipeline accidents in which there
is a fatality, significant injury to the
environment, or substantial property
damage; and major marine casualties
and marine accidents involving a pub-
lic and a non-public vessel or involving
Coast Guard functions. The Board
makes transportation safety rec-
ommendations to Federal, State, and
local agencies and private organiza-
tions to reduce the likelihood of
recurrences of transportation acci-
dents. It initiates and conducts safety
studies and special investigations on
matters pertaining to safety in trans-
portation, assesses techniques and
methods of accident investigation,
evaluates the effectiveness of transpor-
tation safety consciousness and effi-
cacy in preventing accidents of other
Government agencies, and evaluates
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the adequacy of safeguards and proce-
dures concerning the transportation of
hazardous materials.

(b) Upon application of affected par-
ties, the Board reviews in quasijudicial
proceedings, conducted pursuant to the
provisions of the Administrative Proce-
dure Act, 5 U.S.C. 551 et seq., denials by
the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administrator of applications for
airman certificates and orders of the
Administrator modifying, amending,
suspending, or revoking certificates or
imposing civil penalties. The Board
also reviews on appeal the decisions of
the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, on
appeals from orders of administrative
law judges suspending, revoking, or de-
nying seamen licenses, certificates, or
documents.

(c) The Board, as provided in Part 801
of this chapter, issues reports and or-
ders pursuant to its duties to deter-
mine the cause or probable cause or
causes of transportation accidents and
to report the facts, conditions and cir-
cumstances relating to such accidents;
issues opinions and/or orders after re-
viewing on appeal the imposition of a
civil penalty or the suspension, amend-
ment, modification, revocation, or de-
nial of any certificate or license issued
by the Secretary of the Department of
Transportation (who acts through the
Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration or the Commandant of
the United States Coast Guard); and
issues and makes available to the pub-
lic safety recommendations, safety
studies, and reports of special inves-
tigations.

[60 FR 61488, Nov. 30, 1995]

§ 800.4 Operation.

In exercising its functions, duties,
and responsibilities, the Board utilizes:

(a) The Board’s staff, consisting of
specialized offices dealing with particu-
lar areas of transportation safety and
performing administrative and tech-
nical work for the Board. The staff ad-
vises the Board and performs duties for
the Board that are inherent in the
staff’s position in the organizational
structure or that the Board has dele-
gated to it. The staff is described more
fully in § 800.2.

(b) Rules published in the FEDERAL

REGISTER and codified in this Title 49
of the Code of Federal Regulations.
These rules may be inspected in the
Board’s public reference room, or pur-
chased from the Superintendent of
Documents, Government Printing Of-
fice.

(c) Procedures and policies set forth
in the agency’s internal directives sys-
tem which govern the activities of em-
ployees and organizational components
of the Board. The internal directives
system is designated as the NTSB Man-
ual and consists of instructions which
are called NTSB Orders and NTSB No-
tices.

(d) Meetings of the Board Members
conducted pursuant to the Government
in the Sunshine Act.

(e) Public hearings in connection
with transportation accident investiga-
tions and public hearings and oral ar-
guments in proceedings concerned with
certificates or licenses issued by the
Secretary or an Administrator of the
Department of Transportation. They
are held at the time and place an-
nounced in the notices thereof which
are served on the parties to the pro-
ceedings or published in the FEDERAL

REGISTER.

[49 FR 26232, June 27, 1984, as amended at 60
FR 61489, Nov. 30, 1995]

§ 800.5 Office locations.

The principal offices of the National
Transportation Safety Board are lo-
cated at 490 L’Enfant Plaza East, SW.,
Washington, DC 20594. The Board main-
tains field offices in selected cities
throughout the United States.

[60 FR 61489, Nov. 30, 1995]

§ 800.6 Availability of information and
materials.

Part 801 of this chapter provides de-
tailed information concerning the
availability of Board documents and
records. That part also provides a fee
schedule and information concerning
inspection and copying.
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